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one who will echo the sentiments of the people, but one whom the peo- 
ple will permit to instruct and guide them. He knows how to present 
the results of diligent study, profoundthought, and devout feeling in 
forms that shall at once satisfy the demands of the more cultivated, and 
meet the needs of the less cultivated. Familiar, without losing dignity, 
clear, yet not over diffuse, thoroughly in earnest, yet never vehement, 
with a style unartificial, yet smooth, fluent, and graceful, with few 
striking and no weak passages, he is read more than he is talked about, 
and probably wins more assent to his arguments than flattering criticism 
of his rhetoric. Not that his rhetoric is otherwise than pure and good ; 
but its chief excellence is that it is always ancillary to the expression 
of generous sympathies and the purpose of direct usefulness as a citizen, 
a philanthropist, and a Christian. The first of the books above named 
is a series of twenty-five sketches of the life of our Saviour, from his 
birth to his ascension, and has the crowning merit of presenting the 
Divine Founder of our religion with such singleness of aim, that the 
reader's attention is never called off" from the subject to the author, or 
from the thought to its drapery. " Romanism in America " is a plain 
exposition of just so much of the history, doctrines, discipline, and policy 
of the Romish Church as it behooves every American Protestant to 
know, that as a Christian he may guard the integrity of his faith, and 
as a citizen may defend the institutions of his country from influences 
no less adverse to civil freedom than to religious toleration. 



6. — Notes on Duels and Duelling, alphabetically arranged, with a 
Preliminary Historical Essay. By Lorenzo Sabine. Boston : 
Crosby, Nichols, & Co. 1855. 12mo. pp. 394. 

Before we saw this book, our high respect for the author's intellect- 
ual and literary character did not prevent strong misgivings as to his 
proposed plan. It is fully justified in its execution, and we are now 
inclined to agree with Mr. Sabine, that such an exhibition as he has 
made is more likely than a direct moral appeal to produce a repugnance 
to the barbarous practice of duelling where it is still sustained by pub- 
lic opinion. The prevalent tone of sentiment on this and numerous 
allied subjects differs so widely in the Northern and Southern sections 
of our Union, that, on the one hand, it is difficult for a Northern man to 
appreciate in full the position and liabilities of the chivalrous member 
of a community where " the code of honor " overrides the law of the 
land, and, on the other, equally difficult for the Southerner to believe 
that he is understood and that his case is fairly met, or to prevent him- 
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self from regarding expostulation as invective, and the censor's office as 
arrogant usurpation. But if dispassionate history, arranged not for 
effect, but in a form in which there can be no canvassing and packing 
of witnesses, presents an unbroken array of reluctance, compunction, 
remorse, and misery, with no "after-shine" of complacency or glory, 
with no laurels won and worn by the successful duellist, then without a 
word of reasoning or opprobrium there is a cumulative argument of 
irresistible force against a custom which perhaps has received no 
stronger sentence of reprobation than from its abettors and its victims. 
The Historical Sketch with which this volume opens traces the duel from 
its origin in the dark ages in the " wager of battle," through its suc- 
cessive modifications, to the present time, and presents general views of 
the methods, rules, and causes of single combat, of the opinions and 
feelings of combatants, and of the sentiments of eminent men and of 
different communities with regard to this mode of arbitration. In the 
alphabetical catalogue of duels, the story of each is told without com- 
ment, whenever it is possible in the words of others, and in several 
cases the preliminary correspondence is given in full. The narratives 
most minute in detail are those of the duels between Cilley and Graves, 
Clay and Randolph, Decatur and Barron, and Hamilton and Burr. 
The latter is no doubt the most impressive and instructive case on 
record, at least in our own country, illustrating as it does the cruel 
tyranny of the false sense of honor, which compelled the first statesman 
in Amerjca to meet in mortal conflict a man whom he despised, and at 
whose hand he expected certain death, while he confessed before the 
act his hearty disapproval of it, and bore in dying the most emphatic 
testimony to his own condemnation. Mr. Sabine's Appendix contains a 
series of valuable documents and extracts bearing upon the subject of 
the volume, among which, and second to none in interest, is a large 
portion of Dr. Nott's Sermon on the death of Hamilton. "We cannot 
but believe that a book written and compiled in a spirit so kindly, and 
with so patent a philanthropic purpose, will be well received, and will 
have a salutary moral influence where its lessons are most needed, and, 
we cannot but believe, are as much desired as needed. 



7. — Poems by Alice Cakt. Boston: Ticknor and Fields. 1855. 
24mo. pp.399. 

We can find little fault with any one of these poems ; and though 
there is perhaps not one of them which would vindicate the author's 
claim to a seat near the summit of Parnassus, they are in general char- 
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